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NEVER BEAVE YOUR PARTNER BEHIND

Apology

Discussion Questions

1. How has God shown forgiveness to you?

2. Describe a time when you received undeserved forgiveness from someone close to you.
3. Why is forgiveness so important in a marriage relationship?

4. What are the dangers involved in not resolving an area of unforgiveness in a relationship?
5. Is there an area of unforgiveness in your life? How do you plan to deal with it?

Scriptures

Matthew 6:12-15

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one.’ For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if
you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Malachi 2:13-16

Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays
attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. You ask, “Why?” It is because the
LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her,
though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and
spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do
not break faith with the wife of your youth. “I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and | hate a man’s
covering himself[b] with violence as well as with his garment,” says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your
spirit, and do not break faith.

Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “| tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. “Therefore, the
kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a
man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered
that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and | will pay back everything.” The
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. “But when that servant went out, he found
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back
what you owe me!’ he demanded. “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and |
will pay you back.’ “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the
debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their
master everything that had happened. “Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘|
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant
just as | had on you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all
he owed. “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

Mark 11:25
And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may
forgive you your sins.”

2 Corinthians 5:18
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:



